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Lucians Wonderland, by St. J. B. Wynne Willson, illustrated by A. Payne 
Garnett (Blackwood, 10 6). We cannot imagine a better way of convincing 
children that there really were people in the world many centuries ago, 
than by proving to them that these people laughed . lhat exquisite 
rhodomontade is no new thing, did not come in with Alice in Wonderland , 
or even with Baron Munchausen or Dean Swift, that people in the second 
century could see a joke and make a joke almost as well as people in the 
nineteenth ; these are things it is well that boys and girls should know, 
and we rejoice in Mr. Willson’s happy thought, the translation of Lucian s 
“ Vera Historia ” The veracious history, says the translator in his introduc- 
tion, is a romance in which free rein is given to a riotous fancy. Its object 
w'as to poke fun at writers of travel like Herodotus and Xenophon, as well as 
at poets like Homer. “ In a mood of gentle and delightful pleasantry, he 
jokes at the heroes of Greek mythology, the great men of history and the 
prominent philosophers of various schools.” Lucian himself says in his 
introduction, “those whose tastes are literary should after the longer study 
of more serious subjects relax their minds.” To provide such relaxation 
for the student, Lucian gives us a book containing such tales of wonder as 
none of his followers have matched, but he distinguishes himself from 
some other writers of travel and of history, in that he says “for this one 

truth I will tell, that I am lying therefore, reader into whose hand 

this book falls, you must not believe it.” And then come tales of 
journeys to the sun and to the moon, of a battle between these heavenly 
bodies, of Cloud-Cuckoo-Town, of Lampopolis, of an island made of cheese 
and surrounded by a sea of milk, of amazing men and amazing beasts, of 
battles among the heroes that Homer never sang. There is no end to the 
wonders and delights ; think of this for example, “ at each table the winds 
act as attendants and distribute the food, but do not serve the wine, for of 
is service there is no necessity, inasmuch as encircling the festal board 
grow arge trees of clearest crystal, whereof the fruit is cups of every 
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shape and size. Every guest that comes to the banquet plucks one or 
more o these vessels and places them by his side, and immediately they 
become full of wine. Such is their manner of drinking.” This should be l 
birthday present worth having. 

The Realms oj f Gold: A book for youthful students of English 
Literature. % John Dennis (Grant Richards, 3/6). Mr. Dennis says in 
his preface: “My aim is to create in youthful readers a love of good 
literature. And he believes that if they learn to say with Keats, “ Much 
have I travelled ,n the realms of gold,” while they are young, they will 
learn to find a home in these realms, and that the idea of literature will 
cease to be associated in their minds with the drudgery of a school subject. 
I lie author s method is to give literary introductions in six “ talks ” These 
talks cover the ground more or less from Chaucer to Tennyson, not without 
discriminating criticism and with the enthusiasm for literature which 
honourably distinguishes The Realms of Gold from an ordinary text-book 
of literature. It is a little disappointing that while Coventry Patmore and 
Miss Rossetti are discussed in many pages, Browning is dismissed with a 
couple of appreciative lines. But faults of omission are more pardonable 
than faults of commission, and what Mr. Dennis writes is on the whole 
just and inspiring, and should help to kindle the literary enthusiasm he 
desires to see among the young. 

Jess : Bits of Wayside Gospel , by Jenkin Lloyd -Jones (Macmillan and 
Co., New York, 6/-). Jess is Mr. Lloyd-Jones’s mare. He tells us that 
the friends who worked with him on the newspaper which he edits 
“ presented me with a purse, accompanied with the imperative command, 
Go, get thee a horse ! ’ ’ Jess was the horse, and he and Jess together have 
many wanderings and much tender intercourse, and while he goes in quiet 
places seeking rest, he sees many things and he thinks many things, and 
the result is a book of pleasant restful suggestive essays, w orthy of the best 
traditions of the a essay,” though here and there crisp with American 
speech and American thought. We commend Jess to tired people. 

The Book of Penny Toys , written and illustrated by Mabel Dearmer 
(Macmillan & Co., 6/*). A real children’s book of joys, not very witty, 
but the sort of talk about their toys, with bold gaily-coloured pictures 
of them that children will delight to ponder over; the colouring of 
the pictures is very good. Our own favourite picture is that of the 
Cockyolly birds. 

The Br avest of them all , by Mrs. Edwin Hohler, illustrated by Brock 
(Macmillan & Co., 2/6). A w r ell told, thoroughly interesting tale of how 
two families of spirited children, all of them persons of character and 
intelligence, lived one summer in two neighbouring Scottish castles, and 
thought proper to carry on the historic feud between their two families. 
This is a quite wholesome and enjoyable tale for boys and girls. Mr. 
Charles Brock’s illustrations are clever and sympathetic. 

This and That: A Tale of Two Tinies , by Mrs. Molesworth 

(Macmillan & Co.). This and That are sweet little people (w'e w’ish 
Mrs. Molesworth would not call them “ Tinies ”), but not too good, we think, 
to be true. Children’s conscience problems are often so simple as to be 
puzzling to their elders, who credit them with complex motives, of w f hich 
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scarcely the book for the general reader, but every student of a tree, even 
“ not specially a botanist, will find it not only perfectly understandable 
but full of interest. No one can follow with equal interest the descriptions 
of all the buds and stipules that are both fully and clearly given, but those 
of our native trees will be enjoyed by all readers, and they will surely be 
induced, as the author hopes, to look for themselves in the coming spring 
at the manv unsuspected devices of Nature in every bud and twig. 
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[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents^ 

Dear Editor, — Our Annual Conference is to be held from luesday, 
15th May, until Friday, 18th May, and I am writing to appeal to your 
readers in London or the vicinity for offers of hospitality. In previous 
years members whose enthusiasm has brought them from distant places 
have had the pleasure of their visit much enhanced by the kind way in 
which they have been entertained in London. May l ask all who are 
willing to act as hostesses to communicate with me. 

Yours faithfully, 

Ella Howard Glover, 

Ettrick House, Steele's Road, Secretary Conference Sub- Committee. 

South Hampstead, Feb., 1900. 


Dear Editor, — I have been lately reading Mrs. Earle’s More Pot - 
fourn from a Surrey Garden , and coming across this definition of the 
aims of the New Education, I thought it would interest some of youi 
readers who may not have read the book to see what so thoughtful and 
cultivated a woman has to say on the subject. Mrs. Earle says : — “ ^ c 
far as I understand the New Education, it does not mean knowledge 
teaching at all, but the fostering and developing the good qualities tha 
are born in a child, and so keeping under the evil propensities which ar< 
equally boin in it ; in fact, to make grow and develop what is actuall] 
ti.ere in the best way you can ; not to try to cram in, as into an empt] 
sack, what you think ought to be there.” 

Ipswich. 


Faithfully yours, 


H J. 


B. 
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Canon Ling on Purpose and Method in the teaching of English 

History and I should be much obliged to you, or any reader of the 
Barents Review, if you could tell me where one could get a rhyme which 
contains the names of the Kings and Queens of England, and one or two 
of the chief events in each reign. I have long been wanting to meet with 
one, and this paper has induced me to write to ask you if you could help 
me. I should also like to thank the lady who recommended Tales for 
me to read myselr some months ago. I made a note of it at the time 
and about a week ago got it for my little pupil of six for her birthday’ 
She is so pleased with it, and nearly every morning (I go daily) tells me 
something she has read. Of course, I have not allowed it to be a 
lesson-book. Thanking you in anticipation, Yours 

Dover, Feb. qth, 1900. ^ \y 

Dear Editor,— I think your correspondent B. M. would find 
Mrs Curwen’s Child Pianist, with the Teachers' Guide , which should 
accompany it, a very useful, practical, and carefully-graduated scheme for 
teaching music from the beginning. The first book to order is Step I., 
Grade I., and the teacher will find a little time devoted to her own 
preparation in the handbook will enable her to keep ahead of the pupil. 
The publisher is Curwen, Warwick Lane. Faithfully yours, 

B. S. T. 


Dear Editor, — I have been much interested by the article on the 
u Patience of Parents.” in the Parents' Review, in which the insufficiency of 
school reports is touched on. A schoolmistress of enlightened views on 
most educational questions, with whom 1 talked the matter over last year 
in Switzerland, went so far as to say frankly, “You parents take school 
reports too seriously.” 

I take it, then, that it w'ould be a great advantage to parents at large 
if some competent person started a discussion in the Parents' Review on 
the question of school reports, particularly as to the objects they should 
fulfil, and how these objects may be best attained. My experience of 
schools and schoolmasters is very limited, but perhaps a use may be found 
for the following notes. 

The object of school reports seems to me primarily to inform parents of 
the progress of their children, and to preserve continuity between school 
life and home life, and between school and school — for circumstances 
occasionally compel changes of school, and to preserve continuity between 
teacher and teacher; it often must happen, even in the same school, that a 
child’s teachers change. At present. I suspect that teachers can make 
very little use of their own reports. One of our generals said, “If we 
apply the best of the French system to the best of our own, we shall beat 
the French wherever we meet them.” Therefore I think a collection from 
as many schools as possible ot their form of report should be made, 
that they can be compared with a view to improvement. 

1 know irom my experience of the army that the multiplication of reports 
is harassing, and does not tend to efficiency. Therefore I deprecate half- 
term reports. 




